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PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE Calendar 

 

October 5 

 PTA Meeting 

@MS 9:30 A.M. 

October 12 

Columbus Day 

School Closed 

October 19 

Parent/Teacher Conferences 

@MS 6:30-8:30 P.M. 

October 23 

Spirit Day 

6th Grade Class Party  

7:30-9:00 P.M. 

October 24 

Homecoming 

Parade 11:30 A.M. 

Football Game 1:20 P.M. 

October 27 

Facilities Bond Referendum Vote 

October 30 

Family Flick Night 

7:00 P.M.—10:00 P.M. 

 

 

Please think of the children first. If you ever have anything to do with their entertainment, their 
food, their toys, their custody, their day or night, their health care, their education – listen to the 

children, learn about them, learn from them. Think of the children first.   

– Mister Rogers from The World According to Mister Rogers 

Dear Parents, 

We trust that the nervousness of the start of school has passed and that our children 
have started to become immersed in the flow of the new school year.  Personally, I just 
love the start of school…There’s nervous anticipation and excitement that cannot be 
missed on the faces of children and parents alike.  Even before the start of school, the 
hallways are alive with students, their friends, and parents decorating lockers….a won-
derful tradition that helps children transition into the new school year, as it also pro-
vides  wonderful parent-child together time. The smiles of children and parents tell the 
underlying story of how we are all members of a larger school family. While other mid-
dle schools do not permit parents to set up lockers with their children before the start 
of school, since it can be inconvenient to work around them, here in our Middle School 
we believe in putting the children first -- we do whatever we can to ease the transition 
for the start of school. So, welcome back to school and please accept my very best 
wishes for the new school year!  

Also, please allow me this opportunity to share a very important reminder: 

The School Investment Bond Vote is October 27 at the High School – 
Please be sure to have all eligible family members vote!  

If I may ever be of service, please feel free to contact me. Again, welcome to (or back to) 
the Middle School as we all look forward to a GREAT new school year! 

Sincerely, 

Peter Osroff, Ed.D. 
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Maria Cafaro—Editor 

FAMILY FLICK NIGHT 
Friday, October 30th 

7:00 P.M. – 10:00 P.M. 
 

Featuring: The Incredibles 
Also Playing: The Little Rascals 

 



IMPORTANT REMINDERS 

Parental Portal 

 Parents who have provided the district with their email address, may access their child’s information through 
the School Tool Parent Portal in two ways. You can either go to http://schooltool.gcufsd.net or go to the district page 
http://www.gardencity.k12.ny.us and click on the link “For Parents.” 

Student Workbooks and Textbooks 

 Students are responsible for replacing lost books. Parents, please make sure your child writes in ink his or her 
full name and school year on the inside of the book.  Any student needing to pay for a lost textbook, workbook, or 
novel must see Mrs. Tighe in the library between 7:30 A.M. and 8:30 A.M.   

 School Investment Bond Referendum Vote 

October 27, 2009 
 The bond referendum vote will take place on October 27, 2009 at the high school from 7:00 A.M. to 10:00  P.M.  Please re-
member to vote!  The bond referendum, a school investment bond, will enable the school district to address basic safety and code re-
quirements (including a redesign of middle school bus lanes and parking that should eliminate bottlenecks at dismissal and elimi-
nate the need for students to cross Cherry Valley or Stewart Avenue to be picked up or dropped off), reclaim learning space for use 
in the core content areas, provide services for children with special needs, and offer enhanced opportunities in the arts. Projects to be 
completed through the bond were identified by the Facilities Committee, a group that included well-respected representatives from 
all sections of the Village, and the proposal now before the voters includes only those improvements that were rated as the highest 
priorities. Projects will take place at every district building.  You can learn more about the proposed projects on the District’s website. 

Important Safety Information 

 The Garden City Police Department has recommended that the flag pole circle be restricted to one lane of traf-
fic.  We ask that parents refrain from parking on both sides of the circle at dismissal time. Cones will be left in areas that 
should be unoccupied by motor vehicles.    

 In addition, only buses are allowed to use the Stewart Avenue Circle from 8:00 A.M. to 8:30 A.M. and 3:00 P.M. 
to 3:30 P.M.  Cars are not permitted in the circle at these times.  Please use one of the alternate drop off points.   

 We thank you in advance for helping to keep our children safe. 

 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

 Getting off to a Great Start: Effective Ways to Communicate 
1.  Use our Website: Every team has a web page linked to the middle school website. Teacher sites have homework as-
signments as well as important class news posted. Please use this for assignments when your child is absent. You can 
also click on any staff member’s name to send him/her a direct e-mail or simply insert the teacher’s last name, first ini-
tial to the format below: Lastname(first initial)@gcufsd.net 
2. Voice Mail: You can dial our main number (478-3000) to leave a message. Instructions will be provided when you 
call. 
3. Planner: Please help ensure your child is using his/her planner for assignments. 

What You Can Expect From The Middle School Staff: 
1. A timely response from teachers. 
2. Professionalism, courtesy, and respect from all staff members. 
3. Honest dialogue about your child. 

What Is Expected of Parents: 
1. Follow protocols outlined in this guide, so that we can address your needs as effectively and efficiently as possible. 
2. In order to communicate effectively, remember that it helps if you calmly reflect on any concerns you might have be-
fore contacting us. 
3. Encourage your child to speak directly with the teacher if he/she has any concerns. 
4. Courtesy, respect and understanding are expected from all parents. 
5. Always schedule an appointment to meet with your child’s teacher. 
 
For information on effective communication and other Middle School policies and procedures, please visit the Parent Handbook  
posted on the school’s website: http://middleschool.gardencity.k12.ny. 

“My child is sick or will not be in school today.” 
1st Contact -Attendance Office 
2nd Contact – School Nurse 
3rd Contact – Guidance Counselor 

“I am concerned with how my child is doing in school.” 
1st Contact – Teacher/Team Leader 
2nd Contact – Guidance Counselor 
3rd Contact– Assistant Principal/Principal 

“I would like to understand my child’s grade.” 
1st Contact – Teacher 
2nd Contact – Guidance Counselor 
3rd Contact – Department Coordinator 
4th Contact – Assistant Principal/Principal 

“I have questions with the way curriculum is being taught in my 
child’s class” 

1st Contact – Teacher 
2nd Contact – Department Coordinator 
3rd Contact – Assistant Principal/Principal 

“My child is being bullied or harassed in class.” 
1st Contact – Teacher/Guidance Counselor 
2nd Contact – Assistant Principal 
3rd Contact – Principal 

“My child is having difficulty getting along with one of his/her 
teachers in school.” 

1st Contact – Teacher/Team 
2nd Contact – Guidance Counselor 
3rd Contact – Department Coordinator 
4th Contact – Assistant Principal/Principal 

“I am concerned that my child is not fitting in with other children.” 
“My child seems depressed.” 
“My child has trouble making friends.” 

1st Contact – Guidance Counselor 
2nd Contact –Social Worker/Psychologist 
3rd Contact – Assistant Principal/Principal 

“How do I get my child involved in after school activities?” 
“Why did my child not make the team?” 
“When and where do after school activities take place?” 

1st Contact – Coach/Club advisor 
2nd Contact – MS Athletic Director 
3rd Contact – District Athletic Director 

Whom Should I Contact? 



GARDEN CITY MIDDLE 
SCHOOL ATHLETICS 

Phone: (516) 478-3000 EXT. 5 -- Fax: (516) 294-7051 

 

Dear Parents and Athletes, 

I hope that this letter finds you and your family enjoying a fantastic fall season.  The information below can be used to 
help guide you through the athletic fall season.  If you have any questions or if I can be of any assistance, please do not 
hesitate to contact me. 

Thanks so much, 

Michael Tullo 
MS Athletic Coordinator 

• The fall sports season will run from September 9, 2009  to November 7, 2009. 
• The sports being offered are: football, field hockey, boys and girls cross country and boys and girls soccer. 
• All team schedules and criteria can be found on the Middle School Athletic Webpage. 
• For safety purposes, students should NOT cross Cherry Valley Avenue when the Garden City Police Department 

crossing guard is not present.  When there is no crossing guard, parents are free to use all three of the school’s cir-
cles for pickups. Of course, parents may cross Cherry Valley Avenue WITH their own children at any time. The 
school’s Cherry Valley Avenue traffic circle is only closed when there is a crossing guard present at the regular 
school-day and sports dismissals. 

• All Intramural Sports  are now open to 6th, 7th, and  8th grade students. 

Fall Intramural Sports are: 

Dodgeball   M&W    7:20- 8:05 P.M. 
Flag Football    T&T    7:20-8:05 P.M. 
Dance    M&W    7:20-8:05 A.M. 
Dance    M&W    3:20-4:15 P.M. 
Tennis    M&W   3:30 – 5:00 P.M. 
Weight Training  M-T    3:30-4:30 P.M. 

 
This year we have also added a Sports Information Hotline to help provide you with up to date athletic information, 

please dial the main number 478-3000 EXT.  5,  and listen for the prompts. 
 

 
 
 

Nancy Kalafus 

District Director of Physical Education 
and Athletics 

Michael Tullo 

Middle School Athletic Coordinator 

tullom@gcufsd.net 

Lisa Soviero 

Middle School Athletic Secretary 

sovierol@gcufsd.net 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

Spearhead 

 The first yearbook meeting was on Wednesday, September 16 at 7:30 A.M. in room 105. The club will be meet-
ing every other Wednesday.  All students are welcome!  Please see Ms. Paloubis for more information. 

Weight Room  

 The weight room will be opened for all students Monday through Thursday from 3:30 P.M. to 4:30 P.M. Mr. 
Filosa is the advisor. 

Acceptance! Bravery! Courage! 
ABC Club 

 
 
 
 

The Builder’s Club 

 Ms. Wallace and Ms. Dilworth are advising the Builder's Club again this year!  The club will meet on Monday 
afternoons at 3:30 P.M.  in room 206.  The first meeting was on September 21.   

 The Anti-Bullying Club needs your help!  We are looking for students who want to help make Garden 
City Middle  School a fun, happy, and safe place for everyone.  Activities include:  bake sales, contests, games, 
field trips, art projects, holiday activities, and more!  Our first meeting was on September 21,  and we will con-
tinue to meet every Monday from 3:20 P.M. to 4: 00 P.M. in the library.   See Ms. Greenwald for more informa-
tion.   

Best Buddies 

 The Best Buddies Club will meet twice a month on Thursday afternoons from 3:20 P.M. to 4:20 P.M.  in room 
109.  The club advisors are Ms. Antunovich and Mr. Filosa.  All are welcome to join! 

Stock Market Club 

 The Stock Market Club will meet on Tuesday mornings with Mr. Bradshaw at 7:30 A.M. in room 119. 

Festival Chorus  

 Festival Chorus, the premier singing group at the Middle School, was on Wednesday, September 23,  at 7:30 
A.M. in the chorus room.  It is open to all students in 6, 7, and 8th grade, and in ALL music disciplines.  If a band stu-
dent likes to sing, he/she should join Festival Chorus! 

Phoneix, Garden City Middle School’s Newspaper  

 The Phoenix club will meet on Thursday mornings at 7:45 A.M. in the library lab.  Ms. Feerick  welcomes both 
new and old members. 

Technology Club 

 The technology club with Mr. Caputo will meet on Wednesday afternoons from 3:30-4:30 P.M.in room 148.  The 
first meeting will be October 14. 



IN & AROUND  
G C M S  

The National Junior Honor Society 

 The National Junior Honor Society donated to the Ronald McDonald House.  As a thank you for the donation, 
the National Junior Honor Society received  a brick in the Ronald McDonald House Walk of Love Path.  The NJHS also 
received letters of recognition from their charitable contributions to Autism Speaks and the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
organizations.   

Recreation Connections Club 

 The Recreation Connections Club will meet on Tuesday afternoons from 3:30 to 4:30 P.M. in room 251. Join Mr. 
Caputo and Mr. Camilleri for the first meeting on October 6. 

The Art Corner with Ms. Rouskus 
 Attention all students! The Art Club’s first meeting will take place on Tuesday, 
October 6 in room 246. All students  are encouraged to attend! 

 

“If you hear a voice within you say ‘you cannot paint,’ then by all means paint, and that voice will be silenced. “ 

-Vincent Van Gogh 

Science Club 

 If you’d like to be a member of the Science Club, join Dr. Zaferiou in room 244 on Tuesday, Wednesday, and/or 
Thursday mornings at 7:30 A.M. 

Math Research Club 

 The Math Research Club had its first meeting on September 16, 2009.  While it was well attended, there is al-
ways room for more students.  The club is  coming off of our most successful year ever, with 8 students winning medals 
at the prestigious Al Kalfus Long Island Math Fair held annually at Hofstra University.  Our goal is to double that num-
ber this year!  Our second meeting was held on Tuesday, September 22, 2009.  It began at 7:35 A.M. in room 206 with 
Mr. Hoffmann.  Subsequent meetings will be held on Wednesday and Friday mornings. 

Dead Poet’s Society, Garden City Middle School’s Literary Magazine 

 The Dead Poet’s Society will meet on Thursday at 3:20 P.M. in room 156 with Ms. Zafiropoulos. 



THE GARDEN CITY MIDDLE SCHOOL LIBRARY 

Recommendations by Library/Media Specialist: Mr. Daniels 

 

 

 

     

    

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
 

 

  

The Word Snoop 

By Ursula Dubosarsky, Tohby Riddle (Illustrator) 

Meet the Word Snoop. She's dashing and daring and witty as can be—and no 
one knows more about the evolution of the English language than she does. 
Luckily, she's spilling her secrets in this gem of a book. From the first alphabet in 
4000 BC, to anagrams, palindromes, and modern-day text messages, readers will 
learn all about the fascinating twists and turns our fair language has taken to 
become what it is today. 

With playful black-and-white illustrations, riddles to solve, and codes to break, 
The Word Snoop is definitive proof that words can spark the imagination and are 
anything but dull. This is a book for every aspiring writer, and every true reader. 

      
 

 

  Kaleidoscope Eyes 
By Jen Bryant 

When Lyza helps her dad clean out her late grandfather’s house, a mysterious 
surprise brightens the sad task. In Gramps’s dusty attic, Lyza discovers three 
maps, carefully folded and stacked, bound by a single rubber band. On top, an 
envelope says “For Lyza ONLY.” What could this possibly be? It takes the help 
of her two best friends, Malcolm and Carolann, to figure out that the maps reveal 
three possible spots in their own New Jersey town where Captain Kidd (the Cap-
tain Kidd, seventeenth-century pirate) may have buried a treasure. Can three 
thirteen-year-olds actually conduct a secret treasure hunt? And what will they 
find? 

  
      

 

  
The Year of the Bomb 
By Ronald Kidd 

When Paul and his friends Arnie, Crank, and Oz find out that a horror movie 
will be filmed in their town, they can't believe it — they even manage to get onto 
the set and meet some of the extras. But then they learn that some of the actors 
are really undercover agents, and the four boys find themselves tangled in an 
investigation. Nuclear bombs, conspiracies, and pod people are only supposed to 
exist in horror movies — right? 

 


